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Agenda 

Welcome Cody Decker 

PARCC Assessments Melody Morgan 

PARCC Planning Tool Melody Morgan 

Technology Readiness Tool (TRT) Sarah Cox 

Technology Guidance Holly Glover 

Questions & Contact Information All 



Webinar Focus 

• The design of PARCC’s English Language Arts/Literacy and 
Mathematics summative assessments 

• The number of testing sessions and approximate testing time 

• The number of days over which schools may administer the 
assessments (testing window) 

• A general “rule of thumb” guidance for the number of computer 
devices needed to administer the assessments 

• A new tool designed to assist local policy makers and educators 
build the technology capacity they need to administer PARCC’s 
computer-based assessments in 2014-15 
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PARCC Assessment Design 

Summative Assessments 

4 4 

Performance-
Based 

Assessment 

End-of-Year  
Assessment 

 After 75 percent of the school year 
 Extended tasks, applications of concepts and skills 

 ELA/Literacy: Writing effectively when analyzing text, 
research simulation 

 Math: Solving multi-step problems requiring abstract 
reasoning, precision, perseverance and strategic use of 
tools  

 ELA/Literacy Grades 3-11 
 Math Grades 3-8, Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II 

 After 90 percent of the school year 
 Innovative, short-answer items 

 ELA/Literacy: Reading comprehension 
 Math: Short items that address both 

concepts and skills 
 ELA/Literacy Grades 3-11 
 Math Grades 3-8, Algebra I, Geometry, 

and Algebra II 

 



Number of Testing Sessions 

Summative Assessments 

5 5 

Performance-
Based 

Assessment 

End-of-Year  
Assessment 

 
 Three (3) Sessions ELA /Literacy 
                          
  Two (2) Mathematics Sessions 

 
Two (2) Sessions ELA /Literacy 
                        
Two (2) Mathematics Sessions 

 

 Nine (9) Sessions Total 



Estimated Time on Task by Grade and Session 

Note: Estimated time on task refers to an estimate of the amount of time the typical student will need 
to complete each session. While it is anticipated that most students will complete the test sessions 
within these estimated times, all participating students will have a set amount of additional time for 
each session to provide them with ample time to demonstrate their knowledge. 



Estimated Time on Task by Grade and Session 
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Note: Estimated time on task refers to an estimate of the amount of time the typical student 
will need to complete each session. While it is anticipated that most students will complete 
the test sessions within these estimated times, all participating students will have a set 
amount of additional time for each session to provide them with ample time to demonstrate 
their knowledge. 



Testing Window 

• Each 20 day window is provided primarily to plan ample 
opportunity to administer the assessments via computer in 
schools with: 
– Limited number of devices 
– Limited bandwidth 

• Schools will have a maximum of 20 days to administer each 
assessment component: 
– Performance Based Assessment (PBA) component 
– End of Year Assessment (EOY) component 

• Schools could complete administration of the tests in fewer 
days if they have sufficient capacity to administer 
assessments to large numbers of students simultaneously 
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Device Guidance & Planning 

• The overarching goal is to serve and support 
– High quality student instruction 

– Teacher professional development 

– School community communications and 

– Next Generation Assessments 

• PARCC Minimum and Recommended Technology 
Guidelines: 

http://www.parcconline/technology 
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http://www.parcconline/technology


Device Guidance & Planning 

The number of devices a school needs for assessment 
is largely dependent on: 

1) The number of students enrolled at each tested grade 
level; 

2) The number of students that can be tested 
simultaneously given the way in which available devices are 
deployed (e.g. in labs, in classrooms, on carts, etc.); and 

3) The available bandwidth capacity 
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“Rule of Thumb” Guidance 
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• These are general assessment planning guidelines. Districts may wish to recommend lower 
student to device ratios to ensure that schools can continue with computer-based 
instruction at the same time as they are conducting computer-based assessments. 

 

• The expectation is that all students will take the PARCC assessments online. 
 

• The PARCC assessments will be available in paper and pencil format for students with 
disabilities who have an Individualized Education Plans which requires this 
accommodation. 

 



PARCC Assessment Administration Capacity Planning Tool 

• The Assessment Administration Capacity Planning tool is 
simply an electronic spreadsheet that allows schools to 
evaluate the extent to which their current computer 
inventory and bandwidth is sufficient to administer PARCC’s 
computer-based assessments, as well as model what they 
could do with increased capacity 

 

• The tool and accompanying users’ guide can be found: 

http://www.parcconline.org/assessment-administration-guidance 

 

12 

http://www.parcconline.org/assessment-administration-guidance
http://www.parcconline.org/assessment-administration-guidance
http://www.parcconline.org/assessment-administration-guidance
http://www.parcconline.org/assessment-administration-guidance
http://www.parcconline.org/assessment-administration-guidance
http://www.parcconline.org/assessment-administration-guidance
http://www.parcconline.org/assessment-administration-guidance


PARCC Assessment Administration Capacity 
Planning Tool 

The following school-level information will need to be entered in the 
Planning Tool: 

1) The number of students in each tested grade: 

2) The number of computers available for testing that meet PARCC’s 
minimum technology specifications;* 

3) Bandwidth availability; 

4) Estimates for instructional and office uses of bandwidth that will be 
taking place during assessment sessions; and 

5) The number of assessment administration days to use as a target for 
the calculated models. 

       * Data derived from the Technology Readiness Tool that  

      meet minimum technology specifications. 
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PARCC Assessment Administration 
Capacity Planning Tool 

• Assumptions Used by the Tool: 
– Each individual student will not take more than one session per day 
– The default minimum testing window is 5 schools days for the Performance 

Based Assessment (PBA) components and 5 school days for the End of Year 
Assessment (EOY) components 

– The tool uses bandwidth levels that are at the high end of industry averages 
for technology and media rich online assessments – a maximum bandwidth 
demand of 100 kbps for online administration where students maintain an 
active connection to the Internet throughout the test and 30 kbps for 
administration of tests using caching approaches (browser or proctor 
caching) that have much lower per student bandwidth demands 

– The final bandwidth requirements for PARCC assessments have not yet been 
determined, and are dependent of PARCC’s development of next generation 
assessment items and the technology platform to deliver them. PARCC 
anticipates the release of final bandwidth requirements by October 2013.  
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PARCC Assessment Administration 
Capacity Planning Tool 



PARCC Assessment Administration 
Capacity Planning Tool 



PARCC Assessment Administration 
Capacity Planning Tool 



PARCC Assessment Administration 
Capacity Planning Tool 
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Review 

• What are the PARCC summative assessment timelines? 
• Which grades and subjects will be tested with computer-

based PARCC assessments? 
• What will PARCC test administration look like? 
• Will my current technology be adequate to administer the 

test? 
• How many devices will be needed to assess my students? 
• How do I determine if I have gaps in device inventory to 

administer the PARCC assessment? 
• How much bandwidth is recommended for the PARCC 

assessments? 
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Contact Information 

 

Melody Morgan 

Director of Student Assessment 

(501) 682-4558 

melody.morgan@arkansas.gov 
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https://www.techreadiness.net 

24 

https://www.techreadiness.net/


Overview 

The Technology Readiness Tool 
is a web-based application 

designed to: 
(a) help schools and districts 
identify their current technology 
infrastructure and  

(b) assist the states and consortia 
in determining what next steps 
will best prepare schools and 
districts for a successful 
transition to online testing.  

 

The Technology Readiness Tool 
assesses current capacity and 

compares that to the 
technology that will be needed 
to administer the new online 

assessments in four areas: 
1. Computers & other devices 

2. Ratio of devices to test-takers 

3. Network and infrastructure 

4. Personnel (staffing & training) 
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Accessing the Tool 
https://www.techreadiness.net 
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Home 
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Setup 
 Organization Management 
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Setup 
 User Accounts & Permissions 
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Setup 
 Device Inventory Management 
  

Save your file as .csv before importing. 
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Setup 
 School Readiness Survey Questions 

  School Readiness Survey questions need only be 
completed for each school in your district. 
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Mark Data Entry Complete 
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Results & Indicators 
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Device Indicators 

34 



Device to Test-Taker Indicators 
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Network Indicators 

36 



Staff & Personnel Indicator Report 
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School Exception Report 
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Submission Status Report 
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Progress Reports 
Provide a point-in-time view of results for each 
snapshot window. 
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PARCC Technology Guidance 
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• Minimum Specifications - Computers meeting these 
guidelines can be considered as satisfying PARCC 
guidelines for 2014-2015 school year. 

 

• Recommended Specifications - Computers meeting 
these guidelines can be expected to satisfy PARCC 
guidelines through the 2018-2019 school year. 

Minimum/Recommended Specifications 
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Bandwidth Recommendations 

Minimum bandwidth requirements will be determined based on the final 
specifications of the PARCC assessment delivery platform and the level of 
multimedia and technology enhanced items in the final assessment 
design. PARCC will provide minimum specifications by October 2013. 
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Device Specifications 

Desktops, laptops, netbooks (Windows, Mac, Chrome, Linux), 
thin client, and tablets (iPad, Windows, and Android) will be 
compatible devices provided they meet the established 
hardware, operating system, and networking 
specifications—and are able to meet the security 
requirements. 
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Desktop, Laptop, Netbook and Thin Client Specifications 
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Tablet Specifications 
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Security Requirements 

Eligible devices of any type must have the administrative tools and 
capabilities to “lock down” the device to temporarily disable 
features, functionalities, and applications that could present a 
security risk during test administration. Examples include: 
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Additional Information 

http://www.parcconline.org/technology 
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Questions 
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Contact Information 

Melody Morgan, Director of Student Assessment 
melody.morgan@arkansas.gov 
 
Cody Decker, Research & Technology Division Leader 
cody.decker@arkansas.gov 
 
Sarah Cox, Research & Technology 
sarah.cox@arkansas.gov 
 
Holly Glover, Research & Technology 
holly.glover@arkansas.gov 
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